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National Park Service to hold informational meetings on removal of man-made features at 
Orphan Mine Site within Grand Canyon National Park 
 
Grand Canyon, Ariz. – The National Park Service (NPS) will hold three informational 

meetings, one in Flagstaff, AZ and two in Grand Canyon National Park, AZ to discuss the 

removal of man-made features at the Orphan Mine Site, located on the South Rim of the Grand 

Canyon.   

 

The first meeting will be held at the Coconino Forest Supervisors Office - Conference Room, 

located at 1824 S. Thompson St., Flagstaff on Monday, September 29, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 

p.m. The second and third meetings will be held at the Shrine of the Ages Auditorium, on the 

South Rim of Grand Canyon National Park on Tuesday, September 30, from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 noon and from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

 

The Orphan Mine Site (Site) was contaminated by historic uranium mining activity.  The NPS 

will conduct an evaluation of cleanup alternatives, known as an “Engineering Evaluation/Cost 

Analysis” (EE/CA) for Operable Unit 1 (OU1) of the Orphan Mine Site (Site), which 

encompasses about 31 acres located on and immediately below the south rim of the canyon, to 

analyze the effectiveness, feasibility, and cost of various cleanup alternatives.  Phase I of the 

OU1 EE/CA is the Man-Made Features Removal (MFR), which involves removing the 

abandoned mining equipment, debris, and certain other “man-made features” in order to collect 

additional soil samples.  On-site work is expected to begin on or around November 1, 2008, and 
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should be completed by February 1, 2009.  The proposed activities will be discussed at the 

informational meetings.

 

Phase II of the OU1 EE/CA, consisting of the field investigation and data collection/analysis, 

will be undertaken in 2009.  Once completed, the OU1 EE/CA Report, including the analysis of 

cleanup alternatives and a recommendation regarding the preferred alternative, will be made 

available to the public for review and comment.  In addition, a public meeting projected to take 

place in 2010 will be held to discuss the OU1 EE/CA Report. An EE/CA for OU2, which 

includes the middle and lower mine areas, will be completed at a later date. 

 

The NPS is the lead agency under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 

and Liability Act (CERCLA) for site response action investigations, selection, and 

implementation.  The NPS has determined that a CERCLA “non-time-critical removal action” 

is appropriate to address Site contaminants.  When such a removal action is contemplated, 

applicable regulations require that an EE/CA be completed prior to the selection of the action.  

The Man-Made Features Removal is part of the EE/CA work plan for OU1, and is a necessary 

first phase to complete the investigation of contamination at the site. 

 

Representatives from the NPS will be available at the informational meetings to provide 

background information, as well as information on the project scope and to answer any 

questions that the public and community of Grand Canyon may have.   

 

For additional information on this project or the public meetings please contact Maureen 

Oltrogge, Public Affairs Officer, at (928) 638-7779 or Shawn P. Mulligan, National Park 

Service, at (303) 415-9014. 
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